
FINANCIAL AID:

QUICK TIPS for Paying for 
College



DON’T GET OVERWHELMED! WE CAN 
HELP!

School counselors are not meant to be experts 
in Financial Aid, but we can point you in the 

right direction. 
EVERY STUDENT SHOULD START WITH MAKING 

AN ACCOUNT at www.cfnc.org
This is your one stop shop for ALL things 

college!

http://www.cfnc.org


FIRST, know the 3 TYPES of Financial 
Aid:

1. Scholarships - money awarded to a student based on their merit, skills, or achievements. 
DOES NOT HAVE TO BE PAID BACK.

2. Grants - money awarded to students based on their family need/income or by 
commitment to a certain field of work (ex: The FELS program). Grants are ONLY 
AWARDED after a student and their family completes the FAFSA form (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid)  Students cannot “apply” for Grants, they will be awarded 
based on need AND DO NOT HAVE TO BE PAID BACK. 

3. LOANS - DO HAVE TO BE PAID BACK. Can be applied for through bank or personal loans 
(NOT recommended as a first choice) or awarded through your FAFSA application through 
federal education lenders. (remember: Investing in education is a good thing, but TOO 
MANY LOANS will make it very difficult to pay back--don’t drown in debt!)



WHAT is the FAFSA?

FAFSA is the FREE Application for Federal Student Aid. It is a form used by the United States 
Government to determine eligibility for student aid such as Grants and Educational Loan programs. 

The FAFSA must be filled out and updated each year and the money awarded is done so on a yearly 
bases.  A student’s parents (or the student if they are a ward of the state or emancipated) must file 
their tax returns before the FAFSA can be completed. 

Deadline to submit the FAFSA for assistance for the Fall of 2015-2016 college year is June 30th, 2015 
but it is NOT recommended that one waits this long. Sooner the better!!!

Link to the FREE FAFSA form: 
https://fafsa.ed.gov/

https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://fafsa.ed.gov/


WHERE TO GO FOR HELP>>>>>

To search for possible grants and 
scholarships: https://www.cfnc.

org/paying/schol/info_schol.jsp

To fill out the FAFSA and Find local Assistance in 
qualified financial aid counselors to help answer questions:

https://www.cfnc.org/event/fafsa/fafsa_nc_map.jsp

For information for scholarships for CCHS students 
specifically: 

http://www.currituck.k12.nc.us/Page/2869
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DON’T FORGET!!!

CCHS will host a free FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION 
SESSION for parents and students. 

The session will be held 

February 5, 2015 at 6:00 pm 

in the CCHS Lecture hall with Mrs. LaToyna Gregory, a 
career financial aid counselor from ECSU. 

Please take advantage of this valuable resource!


